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Scottish Open Badminton Championships

¢ Women's Singles
¢ Men's Singles
¢ Mixed Doubles

and much more besides...
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sTao has been involved in media for several years. _
')A trained photographer, with experience of writing |
'sports articles and covering events such as the i
¥\World Cup and EuroHockey Championships, he i
has contributed to a number of publications and I
outlets, including hockey website The Hockey
Family and The Reverse Stick Global Hockex", 4
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Duncan Gray is a sports photographer and
occasional writer, based near Glasgow. He
principally covers Hockey and American | =
Football, ignores the traditional Scottish
football, but keeps interest in promoting many
minor sports. His website is at

ww.duncolm.photography and he can be
‘found on social media as @duncolmsports
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Dr. Jimi Wills

Technical Media Consultant

In conjunction with his role at The Half Court
Press, Jimi is the Scottish Metabolomics Network
Media Coordinator, and has previous experience
of web programming and consultancy, music
recording, event photography and digital editing.
Jimi represented his school on the hockey field,
started taekwondo in 1991, and enjoys all
skatepark sports.
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The Scottish Open Badminton
Championships were held between
the 21st November and the 24th §
Novemeber. This was a fantastic ..
tournament, with a global feel to it. '}
The Emirates Arena, in Glasgow, |[¥
played host to a great number of
badminton players from all over the =
= R world. These fine athletes came in i
~ f droves to compete across five [ i
‘different events; Women’s Doubles,
Men’s Double’s, Mixed Doubles, e
f/Women'’s Singles and Men’ s |
Singles. In this one off spemal
flissue we, at The Half Court Press, AT
“will take you through the highs and Iows of those

four days in November...
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Women’s Doubles
Event

The Scottish Open Badminton Championships have been held this year at the Glasgow Emirates Arena
between the 21st and 24th November. A variety of different players have entered this World Tour Super 100
tournament, from all parts of the world. Participants hail from Africa to the Northern tips of Europe, from the
vast land mass of Russia to the Far East.

Champions from last year, Gabriela and Stefani Stoeva
haven’t entered this time around. This means that the French
pairing and top seeds Delphine Delrue and Lea Palermo are
favourites for the Gold Medal. Emma Karlsson and Johanna
Magnusson of Sweden are ranked second for this event and
Russians Anastasiia Akchurina and Olga Morozova are
thought quite highly of and have been seeded in third place.

In the first round, we have two walkovers, as two high

ranking pairs withdraw from the competition. The much

respected Alexandra Bgje and Mette Poulsen pull out of their

match against Charlotte Ganci and Sofie Nyvang. So do the

favourites Delrue and Palermo, allowing the English players

Annie Lado and Lizzie Tolman advance to the Second

Round. The Sierra Leon pairing of Kadija Kabia and Sahidatu

Zainab Virginia Tarawally don’t show up for their First Round

tie either, meaning that Anglo Saxons Jenny Moore and

Victoria Williams have a second round match against Scots Julie MacPherson and Ciara Torrence.
MacPherson has also been doing fairly well in the Mixed Doubles with partner Adam Hall. In this event she and
Torrence advance to the Finals over the weekend with a 21-14, 21-14 win over Moore/Williams.

Third seeds Akchurina/Morozova advance through the early rounds, fairly easily, with 21-7, 21-11 and 21-10,
21-16 wins, to set up a Quarter Finals tie with sixth seeds Amalie Magelund and Freja Ravn, from Denmark.
This is where their dream ends, however, with the underdogs getting on the better side of 21-12 and 21-16
games. The Danish Duo of Julie Finne-lpsen and Mai Surrow get over the top of local ladies Lauren Middelton
and Rachel Sugden 21-10 and 21-13, in their First Round match, to set up another contest against a Scottish
pairing of Eleanor O’Donnell and Sarah Sidebottom. Finne-Ipsen/Surrow see this out with similar aplomb as
they win 21-8, 21-19 to advance to the Quarter Finals on the Saturday. Finne-Ipsen, who also plays golf for her
country, will be looking to add to her burgeoning collection of medals, including the Gold won at last year’s
European Women’s Team Championship.

Eighth seeds Clara Nistad and Moa Sj66 hail from Sweden and they’ve been doing quite well so far in the
tournament. They storm through their first round tie against Lisa Curin and Brooke Stalker, 21-6 and 21-2. This
sets up a tie against the beautifully named Amy Hayhoe and partner Natalia Mitchell. This is a bit tighter, but
still rather straightforward as the Scandinavians win in straight sets 21-10, 21-12.

The Quarter Finals start at 10 am on Saturday. The first up in this event is Finne-lpsen and Surrow, who meet
Chiu Pin-Chian and Sung Shuo Yun, from Chinese Taipei. The Taiwanese pairing were taken to a tie breaker the
day before and perhaps this has taken a bit of energy out of them, as they struggle to get into the first game,
before losing the second as well. The Danes win out in two sets, 21-9, 21-12 securing their place in the
championships after lunch.

This is followed by a Swedish derby, in the Women’s Doubles, on Court Four, that also sees two sisters on
opposite sides of the net. Klara Johansson and Tilda Sj66 take on Clara Nistad and Moa Sjoo, (seeded 8th).
Both pairs take the lead, at various pints in the first game, but it’s the latter pair of Nistad and Sj66 who secure
it, 21-16. It isn’t so tight in the second game, with Nistad and Sj66 almost running away with it, with the final
score 21-9. After the game, | caught up with the winners;

CN - “Obviously we play them, like, every week at home. We always train together, so we had a pretty good
plan and we knew what we should do...”

MS - “Sometimes it’s hard to deal with when you get nervous, so basically everything was based on that we
shouldn’t get nervous.”




At the same time over on Court One, Scottish pair Julia MacPherson and Ciara Torrence are playing Emma
Karlsson and Johanna Magnusson in the Women’s Doubles. It’s an extremely tight affair in the first game with
one pairing taking the lead and then the other. At the point of writing the Scots have made match point at
20-19, but their opponents equalise for the advantage and the Swedes take the game 22-20. MacPherson/
Torrence seem to have upped their game, as the players come back out again, perhaps with a little bit of
coaching in the break. They take a decent lead in the second contest, but the opponents steadily creep closer
and closer. The crowd seems quite partisan, cheering and applauding anything good done by their players.
They cheer and show their pleasure as MacPherson and Torrence level the match by taking the game 21-17.
Unfortunately for the home team and their fans, the third and final round was won by the Swedes 21-18, which
means that they advance to the Semi-Finals.

At a little before 7.30 in the evening we resume play for
the Women’s Doubles event, with only two places
available for Sunday’s Grand Final. On Court One we see
the sixth ranked Amalie Magelund and Freja Ravn of
Denmark, play against the second seeds Emma Karlsson
and Johanna Magnusson. There’s been a lot of smash
and grab going on, with the Danes pinning the Swedes
back. It seems to work for them as they take a one game
lead, after winning 21-13. It’s a similar story in the second
game, with the Danish pairing running our 21-14, to make
it a 2-0 victory for them.

On Court Two there is another Scandanavian match up of
Julie Finne-lpsen and Mai Surrow of Denmark versus
Clara Nistad and Moa Sj66. There seems to be a style of
play here, as the Danes in this match are playing similarly
to the ones on the next court along. A lot of big hits,
forcing the opposition to retreat somewhat, making it hard
for them to get a hold of the game. It ends 21-16 for the Danes. The Swedes bring it back in the second game

21-19 to draw the match level, setting up a tie breaker. Finne-Ipsen/Surrow win 21-16 to set up an all Denmark
final. As the winners came off the court, they stopped for a chat with me after the game,

JFI, “Swedish and Danish players are very similar in many areas, | think, and we know each other very well. We
know each others strengths and weaknesses, so the matches are always intense, | think.”

MS, “So, we need to be very patient, especially in the offence and we need to be not too defensive when we
are on defence so that was kind of the key. That’s what we were succeeding with in the end.”

I’m back the following day for the Grand Finals. We start things off with the Women’s Doubles Gold Medal
match. Seventh seeds Julie Finne Ipsen and Mai Surrow take on favourites for this contest Amalie Magelund
and Freja Ravn. It’s the underdogs that steam ahead

taking a 7 point lead, before the opponents retake the

advantage and get three back. Things become bitty as the

separate pairings keep breaking the other’s service. At the

interval it’s 11-7 for Finne-lpsen/Surrow. Magelund/Ravn

come back into the game strongly, bringing the margin to

within two points, but can’t quite overtake, as Finne-lpse/

Surrow win the first game 21-17. They aren’t allowed to

run away at the start of the second game, like they did the

first, however, as both partners take the lead and draw

level at separate times, in the early stages. It’s Magelund/

Ravn, who lead at the interval, but it’s still tight at 11-10.

It’s the sixth seeds who win the second game, though to

draw the match level and force a tie breaker. It’s an edgy
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Women's Doubles Tournament

Round 2

Annle Lado &

Lizzie Tolman
{(England)

vs. 21.16, 10.21, 18.21
Chiu Pin-Chian &
Sung Shou Yun
(Chinese Taipel)

Julie Flnne-ipsen &
Mai Surrow
(Denmark)

vs. 21.8, 2119
Eleanor O'Donnell &
Sarah Sidebortom
(Scotland)

Charlotte Ganci (France)
Sofie Nyvand (Denmark)
ve 12.21 1.1

Klara johansson &

THda Sj6%

(Sweden)

Clara Nistad &
Moa Sjoe
(Swedan)

vs, 21-10, 21-12
Amy Hayhoe &
Natalla Mitchell
(England)

Quarter Finals Semi Finals
Chiu Pin-Chian &
Sung Shuso Yun
(Chinese Talpel)
vs 921, 12.21
Julie Finnedpsen &
Mai Surrow
(Denmark)

Julie Finne-lpsen &
Mai Surrow
(Denmark)

vs. 21.16, 19.21, 21416
Clara Nistad &

Moas 5j56

(Sweden)

Klara Johansson &
Tilda 5§66
(Sweden)

vs. 16-21, 9-21
Clara Nistad &
Moa 5§66
(Sweden)

Amelie Magelund &
Freja Rawmn
(Denmark)

vs. 21-13, 2114
Emma Karisson &
Johanna Magnussen
(Sweden)

Amalie Magelend &
Freja Ravn

(Denmark)

vs. 21-12, 2116
Anastasila Akchurina &
Olga Morozova

[Russia)

Julie MacPherson &
Ciara Torrence

Seotiand)
va. 20-22, 2117, 1821

Grand Final

Julie Finne-lpsen &
Mai Surrow
(Denmark)

vs. 2117, 15-21, 621
Amalie Magelund &
Frejo Ravn
(Denmark)




Mixed Doubles
Event

The Scottish Open Badminton Championships have been held this year at the
Glasgow Emirates Arena between the 21st and 24th November. A variety of
different players entered this World Tour Super 100 tournament, from all parts
of the world. Participants hailed from the Caribbean, to the Far East, from
Northern Europe, to the land of the Kiwi fruit in the Southern Hemisphere, all
battling it out for the medal positions. One of the tournament favourites are
Danish duo 25 year old Mathias Christiansen & teenager Alexandra Bgje.
Together they progressed quite steadily, taking 21-13, 21-11 and 21-8, 21-11
wins in the first and second rounds respectively. Christiansen has actually won
the Scottish Open before, in the Men’s Double event with David Daugaard in
2014 as well as 2016 and has high hopes for the Mixed Doubles this year.

Local pairing Adam Hall and Julie MacPherson are the fourth seeds. In their

first round game they get over the top of French partners Eloi Adam and

Margot Lambert in straight games 21-14 and 21-5, before being taken to a tie
breaker in the second round by Mikkel Mikkelsen and Amalie Magelund, eventually winning out 21-18, 14-21,
21-19.

I’ve turned up on Day 3 (Saturday 23rd), in time for the Quarter Finals, followed by the Semis in the late
afternoon. There are a lot of empty seats in the Emirates Arena in Glasgow for these early games, but there is
an expectation from the Badminton Scotland for around about 1,000 people to turn up throughout the day.

The first round of matches of the weekend sees Adam Hall and Julie MacPherson take on Daniel Lundgaard
and Julie Finne-Ipsen. The Dannish pair take an early lead, scoring the first point. The Scots, though, aren’t
daunted and retake the advantage, winning the first game. Their form continues into the second, getting ahead
early but the Danes are keeping it close. Hall and MacPherson see the match out 21-14, 21-14, to set up a
Semi Final against Christiansen and Bgje. As they walked off the court, | caught up with the winning twosome.
On their partnership, JM says, “I think that we both work quite well together. We’re both quite solid in defence.
Adam likes going at the net and | don’t mind doing a bit of work at the back.” AH added, “We’ve played a
couple of years at junior level, as well... we’ve had our year together at senior level. We’ve played together
before, so we know how each other work... We’re good friends off the court as well.”

The first Semi Final takes place on Court Two with the English pairing of Gregory Mairs and Victoria Williams
(seeded sixth) versus Mathias Bay-Smidt and Rikke Sgby who are the third seeds. The Danes are looking to
use their strength to properly smash the shuttle cock at the Anglo-Saxons, with a certain amount of success.
The Scandinavian pair take the first game 21-18. The second game is quite tight, without any one pair gaining
a strong lead. Until right at the end, with the scores level at 17 apiece, the English push on and get a score of
21-17, in their favour. In the third game, the Danish are running away with it, doubling their opponents scores
twice over at 14-7 and 18-9. The English are unable to turn things around and the game finishes 21-13.The
other Semi Final between Christiansen/Bgje and Hall/MacPherson is over quite quickly by comparison. The
Danish duo win out 21-16 and 21-14 is straight games, setting up an all Denmark Final.

The Grand Final of the Mixed Doubles event is played on Sunday the 24th November. Third seeds Matthias
Bay-Smidt and Rikke Seby take on Matthias Christiansen and Alexandra Bgje, who are ranked second coming
into this tournament. It’s a tight first game, with the second seeds in an 11-9 lead going into the first interval.
Bay-Smidt/Seby struggle to get close to taking lead for the most part, until right at the death where they bring
it to 19 all and then take a one point advantage. The service is broken however to bring the scores level at 20
apiece. They can’t finish the game off, as Christiansen/Bgje take the game 23-21. It’s this pair again who lead
at the second interval, with a four point margin. Sometimes it gets within one or two points, but the they always
look comfortable. There has been a catalogue of unforced errors from the lower ranked pair, with shots put off
the baseline and serves into the net. This time it’s their opponents who make an error, when at match point
they put the shuttle cock off the court. The game is over though, when Bay-Smidt puts it into the net for a
21-16 win for Christiansen/Bgje. After the medal ceremony | caught up with the newly crowned champions.
MC tells me that,

“I think that the turning point was the service situation, all about trying to get forward and try to keep the
mistakes low.” He added that the plan was to, “ Try to stay focused, because it’s getting quite tense when we
play other Danes, and we know that we are the favourites, so try to stay calm.”
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Mixed Doubles Tournament

Round 2

Jan Colin Volker &
Eva Janssens
(Germany)

vs. 10-21,9-21
Mathlas Thyrri &
Mai Surrow
(Denmark)

Gregory Mairs &
Victorla Willlams
(England)

vs. 21411, 2117
Max Flynn &
Annie Lado
(England)

Mathias Bay-Smidt &
Rikke Soby
(Denmark)

vs. 2117, 2114
Anton Kaisti &
inalotta Suutarinen
(Finland)

Alexander Dunn &
Ciara Torrence
(Scotiand)

vs. 18-21, 21-13, 16-21
Ties van der Lecq &
Debora Jille
(Netherlands)

Daniel Lundgaard &
Julie Finne-lpsen
(Denmark)

vs. 21-10, 2117
Tom Wolfenden &
Jenny Moore
(England)

Mikke! Mikkelsen &
Amalle Magelund
(Denmark)

vs. 18.21, 2114, 1921
Adam Hall &

julie MacPherson
(Scotland)

Rasmus Espersen &
Christine Busch
(Denmark)

vs. 21-17, 2118
Brandon Zhi Hao Yap &
Abbygael Harris
(England)

Oskari Larkimo &
Sonja Pekkola
(Finland)

vs. 821, 21-21
Mathlas Christlansen
Alexandra Boje
(Denmark)

Quarter Finals

Mathias Thyrri &
Mal Surrow
(Denmark)

vs. 18-21, 12-21
Gregory Mairs
Victoria Willkams
(England)

Matthias Bay-Smidt &
Rikke Seby
(Denmark)

vs. 21-14, 2116

Ties van der Lecq &
Debora Jille
{Netherlands)

Daniel Lundgaard &
Julie Finne-lpsen
(Denmark)

vs. 14-21, 14-21
Adam Hall &

Julie MacPherson
(Scotland)

Rasmus Espersen &
Christine Busch
{(Denmark)

Vs, 5-21,15-21

Semi Finals Grand Final
Gregory Mairs &
Victoria Willlams
{(England)

vs. 18-21, 21-17, 13-21
Mathias Bay-Smidt &
Rikke Seby
(Denmark)

Mathias Bay-Smidt &
Rikke Seby
{Denmark)

vs. 21-23, 16-21
Mathlas Christianse
Alexandra Boje
(Denmark)

Adam Hall &

Julie MacPherson
(Scotland)

vs. 16-21, 14-21
Mathias Christiansen &
Alexandra Boje
{Denmark)

Mathias Christiansen &

Alexandra Baje
(Denmark)
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Women’s Singles
Event

The Scottish Open Badminton Championships have been held this year at the Glasgow Emirates Arena
between the 21st and 24th November. A variety of different players have entered this tournament, from all parts
of the world. In the Women’s Singles event, participants have hailed from as far as Asia, with athletes
representing India and Chinese Taipei (Taiwan). There is a real global feel here, as Canada and Australia have
sent athletes across to Scotland, as well as a number of European countries, including France, Spain and
Denmark.

Kirsty Gilmour, who has been the champion since 2017, has not
returned to defend her crown this time around. This means that
there are quite a few other women who can win this year. The
number one seed coming into this event is German Yvonne Li, who
has won a range of bronze and silver medals at European
competitions, as well as the gold at the Czech Open last year. The
second ranked player in the Women'’s Singles is 22 year old
Canadian Brittney Tam, who has won a credible eight gold medals
at the PanAm Championships. Seeded third is Sabrina Jaquet, from
Switzerland who, at 32, is the most experienced of the favourites for
this tournament. In 2016 she won both the Swiss and the ltalian
Internationals and in 2017 she claimed the bronze medal at the
European Championships, in Kolding. Lastly, Qi Xuefei the fourth
seed, is from France. With a BWF World Ranking of 46th coming
into the Scottish Open, she has an outside chance if certain things
go her way, but is by no
means the out and out bookies favourite.

An early casualty is the Swiss player Sabrina Jaquet. Although
she gets through her first round match against Amalie Hertz,
21-19, 21-13, she falls short in the following tie. Here, she meets
Wen Chi Hsu, from Chinese Taipei, who defeats the third seed in
straight sets, 21-15, 21-12. Elsewhere in the second round,
there’s another major upset created on the island of Taiwan.
Canada’s Brittney Tam gets over the top of her first round
opponent after three games. However she is defeated by the
unseeded Sung Shuo Yun, in the following match, 21-15, 21-17,
meaning that both the second and third favourites for the
Championship are out before the Quarter Finals.

Yvonne Li advances through the early stages of the tournament,
meeting the initial expectations. She beats Slovakian Martina Repiska in straight games, 21-11, 21-8, before
meeting another Eastern European in the second round. This time she is taken to a tie-breaker, after initially
going behind to Russian Natalia Perminova, 16-21, 21-19, 21-10. Her dreams are over in the Quarter Finals,
however, as Danish fifth seed Julie Dawall Jakobsen gets over the top of her 21-18, 23-21. This blows the
tournament wide open, as the top three ranked players have now all been eliminated.

In the Quarter Final match over on Court Three, Sung Shuo Yun of Chinese Taipei has come back from losing
the first game 14-21 to take the second 21-18 against Kristen Kuuba of Estonia. In the deciding game it is
match point for the Asian player with her to serve, but she gives the advantage back to the Estonian, twice in
quick succession. However, Kuuba sends the ball out of bounds to finish the last game Kuuba 18-21 Sung, for
the Taiwanese player to advance to the matches later in the day. Her compatriot, Wen Chi Hsu, is looking to
create, a Taiwan derby in the next round, as she takes on Line Christophersen. It’s the Dane, however, who
comes out on top, in straight games, 21-19, 21-19, to set up a Semi Final against Sung Shuo Yun.

Qi Xuefei has a fairly straightforward start to her tournament. Her first round opponent retires at the interval of
the first game, with the scores at 11-1 in favour of the fourth seed. She then defeats Australia’s Louisa Ma, in
straight sets 21-13, 21-15. Her Quarter Final opponent is the Spaniard, Clara Azurmendi. This is a slightly
tougher match up for Qi, but still she gets the win, 21-9, 25-23, to secure her place in the Semis.




The first of the Women’s Singles Semi Finals is
between Danish athlete, Line Christophersen and
Sung Shuo Yun of Chinese Taipei. The Scandinavian
takes first blood, winning the first game 21-15. Sung
looks to rebound taking a strong lead in the second
game, whilst looking to dictate the tempo and she
takes it 21-8 to draw the match level. The tie breaker
goes to the wire, with the Danish athlete creeping
back into the game, but she gives it away, hitting the
shuttle cock into the net to finish it 21-19 for the
player from the island of Taiwan. The final score lines
reading, 15-21, 21-8, 21-19.

Court One sees the

second the Women’s

Semi Finals.

Denmark is doing well, across all the events, in these championships, with
Julie Dawall Jakobsen playing against Qi Xuefei. It’s the French player who
takes the first game, 21-12. Both players are trying to move the other about,
creating angles and changing directions. It’s Qi, however, who wins out after
two sets, taking the second 21-13, meaning it’s her who advances to the day
of Grand Finals, on the Sunday.

The third match on Sunday is the Women'’s Singles Grand Final. It’s a match
up between fourth seed Qi Xuefei from France and Chinese Taipei’s Sung
Shuo Yun. The 22 year old, although unseeded for this tournament, has had
some success at junior level. She has won the bronze medal most recently at
the 2015 World Junior Championships, as well as at the Asia Junior
Championships in 2014, in the mixed team events. The solitary gold medal in
her career came earlier this year at the Norwegian International. She finds a
foothold within the game, moving her opponent about the court and placing

the shuttle cock into pockets of space of her own making. She goes into the interval with an 11-9 lead. The

French athlete gets back to within touching distance, but Sung has the advantage at match point and sees it

off for a 21-17 win in the first game. There is a nice

rhythm to this match, with some decent rallies

occurring and both players trying to create neat

angles. Sung Shuo Yun is still ahead at the second

interval, but not comfortably, with the score standing

at 11-8 in her favour. Qi Xuefei brings it back to 11

apiece, as she challenges for the upper hand and then

takes a three point lead. The French woman gets it to

within game point, but the Taiwanese breaks her serve

to level it for 20 all. The advantage returns to the

Franco player, as Sung plays into the net and then

takes the game to level the match at 22-20. We shall

require a tiebreaker to decide this fixture. Here Qi

takes a seven point lead early on, before letting her

opponent back into the game. We’ve been playing for

a little under an hour now and | think that the players

themselves are getting a little fatigued. The rallies are

still of a good standard, but shoulders look slumped

and there are signs of tiredness. Qi Xuefei takes an

11-3 lead into the third and final interval, with 59

minutes on the clock. This is a tightly contested affair,

with neither player giving up, although their bodies must be screaming at them by now. The umpire is allowing

for additional breaks and this is easily the longest match of the tournament, across all of the events, so far. It

finishes after an epic 73 minutes 21-12 to Qi, as Sung plays into the net. The Final scoreline is a 17-21, 22-20,

21-12 win for Qi Xuefei.

After the match | caught up with the champion. On her opponent she says, “This girl, she can be everywhere.
She has a wonderful footwork, she has a wonderful hand, so she doesn’t make a mistake. In the first set, |
make a lot of easy mistakes. So, after | think, if | continue to do this, of course, | will lose very fast. So the only
way is to keep the shuttle inside, even if the quality is not so perfect, but | have to keep the shuttle inside.”
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Round 2

Yvonne Li

(Germany)

vs. 16-21, 21-18, 21-10
Natalia Perminova
(Russia)

Julie Dawall Jakobsen

1Denmark)

vs. 2115, 2117

Irina Amalie Andersen
(Denmaeark)

Qi Xuefel
\France)

vs. 21413, 21415
Louisa Ma
(Australia)

Clara Azurmendi
(Spain)

vs. 21-11, 16-21, 2118
Chen Su Yu

(Chinese Talpel)

Line Christophersen
iDenmark)

vs. 21415, 21414

Chiu Pin-Chian
(Chinese Talpal)

Wen Chi Hsu
(Chinese Taipel)
vs. 21415, 2112
Sabrina Jacquet
(Switzerland)

Fabienne Deprez
(Germany)

vs. 15-21, 2116, 17-21
Kristin Xuuba
(Estonia)

Sung Shuo Yun
(Chinese Talpel)
vs. 2119, 2117
Srittney Tam
(Canada)

Quarter Finals

Yvonne Li

(Germany)

vs. 2118, 23-21

Julie Dawall Jakobsen
(Denmark)

Ql Xuefel
(France)

vs. 21-9, 25-23
Clara Azurmendi

(Spain)

Line Christophersen
(Denmark)

vs. 21419, 2119

Wen Chi Hsu
(Chinese Talpel)

Kristin Kuuba
(Estonia)

vs. 21-14, 18-21, 17-21
Sung Shuo Yun
(Chinese Taipel)

Women's Singles Tournament

semi Finals

Julie Dawall
Jakobsen
(Denmark)

¥s. 12-21, 1520
Qi Xuefei
(France)

Line
Christophersen
(Denamrk)

vs. 21-15, 8-21,19-

21
Sung Shuo Yun
(Chineses Talpel)

Grand Final

Qi Xuefei

(France)

vs, 17-21,22-20, 2112
Sung Shuo Yun
(Chinese Taipei)




Men’s Doubles
Event

The Scottish Open Badminton Championships have been held this
year at the Glasgow Emirates Arena between the 21st and 24th
November. A variety of different players have entered this World Tour
Super 100 tournament, from all parts of the world. Participants hail
from the Caribbean, to the Far East and all corners of the European
continent.

Last year’s champions Marcus Ellis and Chris Langridge, from
England, haven’t entered the event this year, so that leaves a bit of
breathing space for the other ambitious participants. The favourites
this time around are the Canadians Jason Anthony Ho-Shue and Nyl
Yakura, who come in as the top seeds. Also amongst the favourites
are the German double act of Jones Ralfy Jansen and Peter
Kaesbauer, ranked second coming into this tournament. However,
Badminton Scotland has high hopes for local lads and third seeds
Alexander Dunn and Adam Hall. Adam is, however, spread quite thin,
having entered a number of different events at these Championships.

There’s a surprise in the first round, as Jansen/Kaesbauer go out to the un-seeded pairing of Chiang Chien-Wei
and Ye Wong Wei, from Chinese Taipei, in straight games 21-13 and 21-18. This provides, possibly, the biggest
shock at this stage of the tournament. The fellas from the island of Taiwan get into a bit of good form, also
getting over the top of Anglo-Saxons Matthew Clare and Max Flynn 21-17 and 21-13, to progress to the finals
over the weekend.

Scottish twins Christopher and Matthew Grimley also get off to a good start by beating Jordan Edgar and
William Freer 21-6 and 21-8. Their second round match was against England’s Rory Easton and Ethan van
Leeuwen 21-15 and 21-10. This set up a Quarter Final clash against Wei Chun Wei and Wu Guan Xun. After
having gone behind, they also won this match after three games,19-21, 21-16 and 21-18. As the Scots walked
off court after this match, | had a brief chat with them,

“They were really fast on the fourth shot, so, when we were playing a lot of the soft shots, they were on it really
fast. So we had to change our game plan and go a bit firmer on the first one and then change it up and find the
gap after there.”

Elsewhere in the competition, Danish duo Jeppe Bay and the brilliantly named Mikkel Mikkelsen are taken to a
tie breaker, by Frenchmen Eloi Adam and Julien Mail, but come out on top 21-10, 19-21, 21-15. This set up a
Quarter Finals match up against the aforementioned Canadians Ho-Shue and Yakura. The Danes came out on
top winning in the third game, after forcing a tie-breaker; 16-21, 21-13, 21-17. This set up a Semi-Final against
the Grimley twins. Bay/Mikkelsen saw fit to end the youngsters dreams of a home win. The Danes come out
powerfully and win the first game 21-15 and then the second 21-18, to get to the Grand Final.

Alexander Dunn and Adam Hall have tight games in their first and second round games, winning 21-17, 21-19
and 18-21, 26-24, 21-14 respectively. Their opposition in the Quarter Finals was Carl Harrbacka and Melker Z-
Bexell of Sweden. This was a rather more straightforward affair, seeing them win 21-17 and 21-8, allowing them
to progress to the Semis. Due to the result of the Grimley brothers match earlier, this was the last chance of
having a Scotsman in a Scottish Final. Their match, which was the last of the day is against Chiang Chien-Wei
and Ye Hong Wei of Chinese Taipei. It’s a tight affair, with the scores staying fairly level for most of the way.
Dunn/Hall make it match point at 20-19. Their advantage gives them the upper hand and the take the first game
21-19, much to the delight of the home crowd in attendance. The second game, sees the Scots switch on and
the take a big lead, quickly 8-0, before the Taiwanese get one back. Their response? To make it 9-1. With each
passing point the cheers from the spectators gets louder. At last they do it, winning 21-10 to put them through.
After the match | managed to have a brief conversation with Alexander Dunn and Adam Hall:

AD, “In that first set, it was really nervy - it was all the way... then | think from the start of the second set we
really dominated and gave them no chance to come back.”

AH, “We don’t really need to worry about what anybody else is doing. The way we’re playing we just need to
focus on us and if we play our best, we’re going to win.”




first game 21-10, after ten minutes. The speed
and intensity continues into this next game. They
continue their form, although with a slightly
tighter score line, leading 11-8 at the interval. Hall
is a big strong guy, with some speed to boot. At
one point, he gets to the front of the net and
smashes the shuttlecock several times in quick
succession in order to get the point, bullying his
opponents. The boys get to within match point,
but the Danes break their serve and then claw
back to within touching distance. However, the
local lads are not ones to cow-tow to pressure
and get the all important point to win the game
and the match. There is a release of pressure
here, a yep from Alex Dunn and a joyful sound of
cheers and applause from the crowd. They are in
fact the first Scottish men’s doubles champions
at the Scottish Open since 1983. After the medal

The Men’s Doubles Final sees Denmark’s Jeppe Bay and
Mikkel Mikkelsen face off against local boys Alexander
Dunn and Adam Hall, who have been seeded in third sport.
Having come second in this same event at the Scottish
Open in 2016, Hall will want to finish big here. The Scots
storm into the lead, taking a six point advantage before the
Danes reply. They lead 11-5 at the interval of the first game.
Watching these rallies is like watching a swarm of bees
buzz around a moving honey pot. The footwork is fast, the
shots are rapid, each action is over in a matter of seconds,
but with a lot happening within that time. Dunn/Hall take the

ceremony, Alexander Dunn and Adam Hall stopped to say a few words:

AH, “Our game plan before going on was to make sure we get on top of the first four shots and get into the
middle of the court early, because one of the boys has got a really hard hit, so if we sat back and defended, it

was going to be really difficult for us to live with it.

.. We’re both really quick and dynamic players. So, when we

do actually move quick we can do quite well, but sometimes we don’t do that.”

AD, “At our best we are very, very good, but, unfortunately, sometimes it doesn’t always work out like that...”




Men's Doubles Tournament
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s, 10-29,17-0
Alexadner Dunn &
Adam Hall
(Scotland)




Men’s Singles
Event

The Scottish Open Badminton Championships have been held this year at the Glasgow Emirates Arena

between the Thursday the 21st and Sunday the 24th of November. This tournament has a rather global feel to it.

There are participants that hail from almost each continent on the planet, including North and Central America,
Asia and mainland Europe.

Liu Haichao, who is the Men’s Singles champion from last year, has
not returned this time around to defend his title. However, Toby
Penty, who won the Men’s Singles event in 2017, is here again and is
amongst the main title contenders as the Englishman has been
seeded in second place. Ygor Coelho has travelled all the way from
Brazil. With a BWF World Ranking of 58th (compared to Penty’s 55th
placement), he will fancy his chances, but is considered an outsider.
In the opposite side of the draw are two others who will be looking to
take home the gold medal. Spain’s Pablo Abian has been seeded
third at the Scottish Open and at 34 years of age is easily the oldest
of the top four contenders. He won a gold at the 2015 European
Games, as well as another at the 2018 Mediterranean Games. The
tournament favourite, however, is 18 year old Lakshya Sen, from
India. Ranked 41st in the world, he has had a successful 2018. A
bronze medal at the World Junior Championships was followed up by a gold at the Asian Junior
Championships. Additionally, silver and gold medals were gained at the Youth Olympic Games. This year he has
won two Super 100 tournaments, the SaarLorLux Open and Dutch Open, bringing some fine form with him to
Glasgow.

There’s an early upset in the first round. Frenchman Christo Popov beats Pablo Abian in straight sets 21-16,
21-17. The unseeded competitor, who’s BWF World Ranking is well outside of the top 100, becomes somewhat
of a surprise at this year’s Scottish Open and goes on a pretty decent run... After going behind in the first game
against Joran Kweekel he comes back to win 18-21, 22-20, 21-16. He then gets over the top of Max
Weisskirchen 21-13, 21-18 to get further in this tournament then many would have expected.

On the Thursday Lakshya Sen storms through his first round match against Austrian Luka Wraber 21-13, 21-8 in
a rapid 27 minutes. Friday sees him return to the Emirates Arena for an all-Indian affair on Court Five, against
Kiran George. This is a somewhat tighter affair, taking Lakshya nearly 40 minutes to overcome his compatriot
21-17, 21-19 in straight sets. It’s good news for the teenager as he gets to return at the weekend for a match up
against sixth seed Brian Yang of Canada.

Toby Penty gets off to a good start. The left handed 26 - .
year old gets drawn against Indian Mithun Manjunath, in ‘ '”“ nm'ﬂ‘u\w " " 3%
his first game, beating him 21-18, 21-18 in a relatively ‘ cabadna il §-F
quick 34 minutes. Next up on the Friday is a second round o~

clash against Frenchman Leo Rossi. This match takes 43 *

minutes for Penty to get over the top of his opponent as

he wins out 21-18, 21-14, meaning that he will be back on

Saturday as we get towards the business end of the

tournament.

First up in the Quarter Finals is the match up, over on

Court One, between Jason Anthony Ho-Shue (seeded 5th)

of Canada and England’s Tom Penty. The Canadian takes

the first game 21-19. Penty takes the lead in the second

game, though, showing an intent to keep fighting. It’s

match point for the Canadian and as he scores the winning

point to take the game 21-17 he lets out a couple of celebratory yelps. He seems very happy.

| glance over to Court Four, where the number one seed in the Men’s Singles, Lakshya Sen has won the first

game against Canadian Brian Yang, 21 -12 and has come from behind in the second game to take a lead of

13-11. At match point Yang gains the advantage as he makes it 15-20 hoping to overcome the six point gap,
but the Indian finishes him off. 21- 15 for Sen, as he books himself a place in the Semis...
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Men's Singles Tournament

Round 2

Lakysha Sen
(India)

vs. 21-17, 21-19
Kiran George
(India)

Orion Yang
(Canada)

vs. 24-22, 2116
Eetu Heino
(Finland)

Christo Popov
(France)

ve. 18.21, 22.20, 21.16
Joran Kweekel
(Netherlands)

Nhat Nguyen
(Ireland)

vs. 20-22. 2123
Max Weisskirchen
(Germany)

Zvonimir Durkinjak
(Croatia)

vs. 1921, 17-21
Toma junior Popov
(France)

Rasmus Messerschmide

(Denmark)

3. 7-21, 2119, 821
Ygor Coelho
(Sradl)

Adam Mendrek
(Czech Republic)
V3. 19-21, 1421

(Canada)

Quarter Finals

Lakysha Sen
{India)

¥5 2112, 21-15
Brian Yang
{Canads)

Christo Popoy
(France)

vs 18-21, 22-20, 2116
Max Weisskirchen
(Germany)

Toma junior Popov
{France)

ve 2119, 11.21, 11.21
Ygor Coelho

{Brazil)

Jason Anthony He-
Shue (Canada)

vs. 2119, 2117
Toby Penty
(England)

Semi Finals Grand Final
Lakysha Sen
(india)

vs. 921, 21-3, 22-20
Christo Popov
{France)

Lakysha Sen

(Indla)

vs. 18-21, 2118, 2119
Ygor Coelho

(Brozil)

Ygor Coelho
(Brazih

vs. 2112, 2113
Jason Anthony Ho-
Shue (Canada)
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