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Tao acLeod
{Editor

Tao has been involved in media for several years.

A trained photographer, with experience of writing

sports articles and covering events such as the

World Cup and EuroHockey Championships, he

has contributed to a number of publications and
Joutlets, including hockey website The Hockey

Family and The Reverse Stick Global Hockey
f#Podcast.

L SAN
Duncan Gray is a sports photographer and
occasional writer based near Glasgow. He
principally covers Hockey and American Football, |
ignores the traditional Scottish football but keeps &
an interest in promoting many minor sports. His

ebsite is at www.duncolm.photography and he
an be found on social media as .

S@duncolmsports. —v’ {
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| @In conjunction with his role at The Half Court
Press, Jimi is the Scottish Metabolomics Network
N\ Media Coordinator, and has previous experience
of web programming and consultancy, music
‘ trecording, event photography and digital editing.

Jimi represented his school on the hockey field,
started taekwondo in 1991, and enjoys all

skatepark sports.
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\Welcome back to the Half Court

Press and a big hello to all of our

new readers. It has been a busy

start to the year for us. Aside from

setting up our new podcast we have

been to a variety of events over the

past couple of months. We provide

reports from the world of British

indoor hockey, as we look at the

Finals in England and Scotland.

The Half Court Press also spent & www.halfcourtpressmagazine.com
time at the inaugural Netball |

Nations Cup - a four nations event with some of
the best national teams in the world. | hope that
you enjoy what we’ve produced... |

Tao MacLeod - Edito




Scottish Hockey’s indoor season came to a climax at the annual Gala Grand Finals at Bells
Sports Centre on 9thFebruary where all four games had supporters on the edges of their
seats. Both promotion/relegation play-offs went to a shoot-out, then in each of the grand
finals the winning goal was scored in the last minute. Indoor hockey fills the winter break from
December to February in the outdoor season and it’s well known that some clubs take it more
seriously than others.

The Women’s Grand Final featured Dundee Wanderers and Clydesdale Western. This was the
sixth time in seven years that these teams had met in the final and they provided the bulk of
the Scotland squad who played in the Eurohockey Championship Il this year.

The game was just seconds old when Margery Justice opened the scoring for Clydesdale
Western and they doubled the lead by the end of quarter one with a Holly Steiger goal.
Wanderers mounted a comeback in the second quarter led by a cracking goal from who else
but Vikki Bunce. Amy Snell added a second to level the scores at half time. The action was
relentless throughout the second half but neither side could force a goal. Then in the last
minute an opportunity fell to Millie Steiger who scored at the back post and that was enough
to make Clydesdale Western champions for this year.

After last year’s ‘surprise’ when Western Wildcats came out winners the Men’s Grand Final
featured the two sides which are the regular contenders, Edinburgh’s Inverleith and Dundee’s
Grove Menzieshill. The first half finished level. Cameron Golden scored the opener for Grove
Menzieshill from a penalty corner and the veteran star Stephen Dick had hit an equaliser.
Patrick Christie gave Inverleith the lead in the third quarter but then Cameron Golden
equalised with his second before his brother Jamie restored the Menzieshill lead with a diving
shot from a narrow angle. Into the last two minutes there was an equaliser from Jack
Jamieson and then Derek Salmond slammed home Inverleith’s fourth. There were too few
seconds left for the Dundee team to mount a comeback, Inverleith were champions.

The Gala finals also featured play-off games with the final place in next season’s Men’s and
women’s Division 1 up for grabs. In the women’s game Hillhead held a 3-1 lead over CALA
Edinburgh with under two minutes left only to concede two goals in a few seconds so the
game finished level. The goalkeepers were well on top in the shoot-out and Hillhead clinched
the win with the only goal.

The men’s play-off was an end to end game with both Watsonians and Clydesdale having the
lead at various points. It ended with the score at 4-4 and it was Watsonians who came
through, taking the shoot-out by 2-1.




Tao MaclLeod

The first weekend of February saw England Hockey’s Super 6’s Indoor Finals arrive in London. For the past
three years this event has been held at the former London 2012 Olympic Handball venue in the city’s East End.
This involved eight teams, from seven clubs across both genders, on one day, at the Coper Box Arena, which
is now a multi sports venue. The weekend before it also hosted the Netball Nations Cup.

The format is quite simple. The top four teams from the regular league season playoff against each other to be
crowned Indoor Champions of England. The draw for the Semi-Finals are seeded, with the team finishing in
first place playing against the fourth placed team, leaving the second and third placed sides playing in the
other game. There is then simply a Gold Medal Match to finish things off. Finals day tends to be a busy one,
with the women’s and men’s events running back to back from morning to evening.

East Grinstead, champions from last year in both the men’s and women’s events, are one of the greatest
indoor sides in the country. The women’s team come prepared, bringing along their Czech international
Katarina Lacina and are captained by former GB Olympic Gold Medalist Sophie Bray. They find themselves up
against underdogs, Buckingham, in the first Semi-Final. It’s a close run thing but the title holders lose out to
goals from Abbie Brant, Katrina Nicholson, Lottie Porter and Rebecca van Arrowsmith. The full time score is
East Grinstead 3 - 4 Buckingham.

After the match East Grinstead captain Sophie Bray put her team’s defeat down to a couple of things. Firstly
her side’s inability to convert enough short corner chances, but also, ‘Buckingham took their opportunities on
the counter pretty well. They caught for a couple of their goals on the counter executed pretty well and that
ultimately was the difference.’

Buckingham’s Rebecca van Arrowsmith set down a challenge for other teams, ‘We pride ourselves on our
defence. We know that if we are set in our defence then we are extremely hard to break down and we set the
teams the challenge of - we are set in our defence, you break us down.’
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East Grinstead’s men’s side face similar troubles. Coming up against a Holcombe side that includes former
England and Great Britain skipper, Barry Middleton, we are treated to a bit of a classic indoor match. Fast,
physical and plenty of goals, this Semi Final is one of the best matches of the day, which sees a controversial
penalty awarded to the lads from Holcombe that makes the difference; East Grinstead 3 - 4 Holcombe.

Simon Faulkner the East Grinstead men’s skipper also stopped to give me his thoughts on how his team’s
game plan worked out, ‘unfortunately at the back we didn’t necessarily do what we were supposed to do,
which meant that the middle guys didn’t do what they were meant to do and the forwards didn’t do what they
were meant to do in terms of positioning up there which made it very difficult to get the ball up and get the ball
out and get possession where we needed it. Only on the counter attack did we do what we actually planned to
do. Defensively we were a bit loose as well. Two of their first three goals were due to defensive lapses and not
necessarily standing it the right place. It only takes one guy in indoor to stand in the wrong place...’

He went on to talk about indoor hockey in England, ‘Both teams came out to play. Credit to Holcombe - in
previous years, we’ve played teams in the Semi Final who’ve come out not to lose or not to lose by too many.
Holcombe came out to win the game, so I’m sure that it was fantastic for the spectators. Obviously not the
result that we wanted, but a good enjoyable game to play in which is what we want. Unfortunately, we don’t
get enough indoor hockey in this country to give people the chance to come out and play like that. You go
watch in the continent where they play more indoor hockey, that’s what every game is like. We need far more
indoor hockey in this country to have those kind of games, so that teams can learn and play out and be
aggressive in the way that they play... All the players want more indoor, the coaches want more indoor, so why
not give the players who turn out to play what they want. There’s a reason why the Germans are probably the
best core skilled players in the world because they play so much indoor, they practice their skills and when it’s
cold they’re indoor playing instead of having pitches frozen off... yeah, give us more indoor, we want more
indoor...’

In the second women’s semi fir]lal of the day, we saw Bowden Hightown come up against Sutton Coldfield. The
stand out player for Sutton had WS&QH’E‘F@%&%W Jane Sixsmith, who’s still playing at 52 years young. After
winning a gold at the 1991 European Nations Cup and Bronze at the Barcelona Olympics, she’s still swinging
her stick around with the best of them. There aren’t many better in England’s club competitions then the
somewhat younger veterans of London Bronze Medalist Sally Walton (38) and Rio Gold Medalist Sam Quek

(81), who have turned out for Bowden Hightown. The northern team see the game out Bowden Hightown 6 - 3
Sutton Coldfield, making their way to yet another English Indoor final, to play against the newbies Buckingham.

As she came off the court, Jane Sixsmith gave me her view on the game, ‘we just had a spell really, in that
third/fourth quarter. | think it was about two minutes where we just made some sloppy decisions. In indoor if
you make one bad decision, it’s a goal. Unfortunately there was two or three all in a row. Up to that point we
were competing really well, controlling the back. It’s small margins in indoor hockey, isn’t it, just the slightest
little thing?’
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In the other Men’s Semi Final, Surbiton get over the top of Wimbledon 6 - 2, to set up a game against
Holcombe. It was a tight start to the game, with a one all score draw after the first quarter. Surbiton run away
with it in the second half however, with a couple of cracking shots stuck in from tight angles. Afterwards,
Holcombe player Rhys Smith gave me his thoughts, ‘when you have good players [playing against you] it’s not
great to give them time and | probably gave them a bit to much time. When they get comfortable, it’s very
difficult, like | said, to impose ourselves on the game.’

Surbiton goal keeper Ore Ogunlana also stopped by for a chat, ‘It was very, obviously, quite nervy at the
beginning, because it’s the Semi Final, isn’t it? It’s the one you need to win to get to the Final. | think now, it’s
almost pressure off, people relax a bit more. Once we started to kinda put them in we started to kinda relax
and shut it down...’

Will Palmer
England Hockey
Surbiton vs. Wimbledon

We knew at this point that we would have a new set of Champions this year. East Grinstead, who had won
both the Men’s and Women'’s tournaments last year have been knocked out of both of their Semi Finals this
year. The first Grande Final of the day was in the women’s event, as Buckingham took on Bowden Hightown,
one of the most successful women’s teams in the history of English indoor hockey.

Lottie Porter opened the scoring for Buckingham, after her team pounces on a loose pass, before Sally Walton
equalises for Bowden Hightown from a short corner. Buckigham regained the lead before the first break
through Rebecca van Arrowsmith to lead 2 - 1 after ten minutes. Soon after the restart, Buckingham find the
back of the goal again with Lottie Porter tucking it away for her second of the game and her side’s third. This
lead doesn’t last long, however, as Hannah MacDonald and Charlene Mason score for Bowden Hightown
within seconds of each other to level the scores, 3 - 3 at half time. There were no goals in the third quarter, with
both teams getting some shots at goal, but to no avail. Buckingham’s number 3, Abbie Brant, finally breaks the
deadlock, scooping the ball into the net. Bowden come forward in search of another equaliser and even hit the
post through Megan Batchelor, but can’t get it over the line. Buckingham win their first ever English indoor title
with the final score staying 4 - 3.

After the match, Sally Walton praised her opponents, ‘Credit Buckingham, they got their tactics right. They
tried to slow the game down and frustrate us and | think that, you know, that worked for them today. We
wanted to try and play at a fast pace and they stopped us doing that, but good for the spectators for it to be
end to end and for the score to keep shifting, so credit to Buckingham and credit where credit’s deserved.’

As she came off court Lottie Porter told me, ‘We’re a small club, but we know that it’s the size of the fight in the
dog, it’s not about your money, it’s not about where you start, where your from, the opportunities you get, it’s
about how hard you work... | think coming back last year, on the back of last year, we knew that we had more
to give. Last year we were sort of enjoying the occasion, but incredibly disappointed with how it finished and
this year we have come into it knowing that we can win it. If we give our best performance we knew we could
beat any team here. We qualified fourth from the group stages, but we knew that it was our mistake that made
us fourth rather than higher up. We knew what we could do, we just had to go and execute and luckily we did
it...’




The Men’s Final gets under way in the early evening to cap off what has been a good day of hockey. Holcombe
brought the intensity of their earlier Semi Final into this game. It’s Surbiton, however, who get off to a flyer. With
the first attack they smashed the ball past the goalie Richard Curtis. Holcombe’s response is to go up the other
end and get a short corner. It was cleared by the defence and the score remained 1 - 0. A minute later though,
Holcombe did find the equaliser through Nick Bandurak. Surbiton were playing some beautiful passing moves,
ranging across the court. They couldn’t quite connect with the final pass in the circle, but they did find the
spaces between the lines. With less than a minute to go of the first period, Arjan Drayton-Chana put his team
into the lead with a driven shot from a short corner. After ten minutes the score was Surbiton 2 - 1 Holcombe.
Both teams were attacking at pace for most of the game with the score line constantly in the balance. There
were two more goals in the second period. Ben Boon added a third for Surbiton, after a sturdy run up the left
hand side from William Marshall. Holcombe got one back in open play with a deflected shot from Robert Field.
The play in the third quarter took a dip, with either side looking to calm things down after the flurry of activity in
the first half of the match. With half an hour played the score remained Surbiton 3 - 2 Holcombe. Things came
alive again in the fourth and final period. Holcombe came out in search of an equaliser, but couldn’t find the
back of the net. There was more than one short corner for the team on the wrong side of the scoreline as well
as two or three shots in quick succession, that | was certain that were destined to go in, but were somehow
managed to be kept out by Surbiton keeper Ore Ogunlana and his defence. Surbiton hold out as 3 - 2 winners
to take their second ever indoor title.

Post match, Nick Bandurak stopped to chat to me, ‘For us there is a number of blokes, myself included, this is
our first final tonight. It’s an unbelievable experience and for us to put in a performance across the day, | think,

is a testament to the group that we’ve got. | think that we showed massive strides in the group stage, from last
year and the year before that even as well. That’s what we’re all about, as long as we can keep moving forward
and set us up quite nicely for next year. Now that we know what it’s all about, we know what it takes, hopefully
we can go just that one step further next year.’

Arjan Drayton-Chana tells me, ‘the game went very similar to how the league went - close, tight. They pressed
us how they thought they would and the kinda tactics went with... we couldn’t quite the get that extra goal to
just kill the game. We could have played better, but we won so that’s the main thing.
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Netball Nations Cup

2020 Tao MacLeod

The inaugural Netball Nations Cup was on in Janurary, with the first round of games having been played on
Sunday the 19th, at the Motorpoint Arena, in Nottingham. This was a brand new competition in the sense that
it replaced a former annual tournament called the Quad Series. After founding members Australia decided to
drop out of this event there was a bit of rebranding and an invitation to an alternative national team for this
brand new competition.

England Netball were acting as hosts. After holding the 2019 World Cup in Liverpool where the England
Roses finished third, there’s a strong fanbase within the Anglo-Saxon borders. They were joined by three
other teams for this four nations event, South Africa, New Zealand and Jamaica, who replaced the Aussies
this year. The format is quite simple. Each team played each other once, in a round robin style set up, with the
finals held in London over the weekend of the 25th and 26th of January. Each round of games was at a
different location within the country. As previously stated, Round One was at the in Nottingham, Round Two
at the Arena Birmingham and both the Third Round and the Finals were held at London’s Copper Box
Arena... Two points were allocated for a win and one for a draw. After the three rounds of games, the two
teams with the most points would play in the Gold Medal Match on the Sunday and the lowest two would
play off for the wooden spoon.

The favourites for the tournament were World Champions
New Zealand, who were ranked second in the International
Netball Federation (INF) World Rankings. However, the
host nation and Commonwealth Games Winners, England
were ranked just one place below them in third and the
home crowd were out in force to support their side. It was
a fairly strong tournament, in fact, as Jamaica were placed
a sturdy fourth internationally, whilst South Africa found
themselves in a respectful fifth position.

After three games New Zealand remained undefeated,
having beaten England 64 - 48, Jamaica 71 - 45 and
South Africa 48 - 41. The young Kiwi goal Scorer

Maia Wilson was a strong player for her Oceanic side over
the week of games, showing what she can do and Kimiora
Poi started her first test match during this tournament,
impression the pundits in the process. Strangely enough, the
Proteas provided, arguably, the strongest challenge for the
Kiwi’s. Even though they didn’t win a game throughout the
tournament, the South African’s learned some lessons and
probably improved more than any other side, with their
captain Bongiwe Msomie pushing them forward.

' Above - Maia Wilson
Left - England Roses |
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England and Jamaica’s only win of the first two rounds, came against South Africa, having also both lost to
New Zealand. This set up a do-or-die match in their third round encounter where the winner would face the
Kiwi’s the following day in the Gold Medal Match. The loser would playoff against the South African’s for the
Bronze. It also served as a match up between the opposing forward lines as the indomitable Jhaniele Fowler
had been bossing things for Jamaica, with Elenor Cardwell and George Fisher rotating through Goal Scorer
and Goal Attack for England. Although England took an early lead, in front of a partisan crowd at the Copper
Box Arena, they weren’t able to maintain it, with the Sunshine Girls eventually winning out 70 - 66.
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This meant that the England Roses faced off against the South African Proteas for third place. This was in no
way an easy game for the English. Their solitary win in the second round was only by a four point margin and
the Proteas had a bit of pride at stake. South Africa pushed the home team hard, not wanting to go home
with nought from four, getting to within one point of the Commonwealth Games Champions, but never
actually take the lead. England won the Bronze Medal by 65 points to 63.

The Grande Finale was between World Champions, New Zealand and the Jamaican Sunshine Girls, who
finished second in the group of four. This is another tightly fought affair, with the scores actually level at half
time after Jamaica had come back from behind. The Kiwi’s turned it on a bit more in the second half,
however, to run out 67 - 56 victors to become the first ever winners of the Netball Nations Cup. There was
more to celebrate for the Kiwi’s at the medal presentations, as their 29 year old Goal Keeper/Defender Jane
Watson scoops the Player of the Tournament Award.

It must be said that this test event was a genuine success. The three venues that were used across the
country were full with sports fans. Men, women, girls and boys, of all ages were along to enjoy a competitive
event, that was televised by Sky Sports. Having had limited exposure to netball, | found myself enjoying the




